
 
 

 

 
   
Updated January 23, 2009 
 
San Luis Valley Electric System Improvement Project  
Summary of Siting Progress 
 
This document will be updated as the siting process moves forward. It details siting activities to 
date and provides a way to keep the public, agencies and other stakeholders up to date on the 
project.  This document is inclusive of text updates, followed by the relevant maps or other 
referenced figures.  
 
An Alternative Evaluation and Macro Corridor Study (AE/MCS) was completed in June 2008. 
The purpose of this document was to evaluate system level (point A to point B) alternatives that 
best meet the purpose and need for the project, as well as identify preliminary corridor 
alternatives. The preliminary corridors were identified based on an evaluation of opportunities 
and constraints gathered from existing land use and environmental data (see Map A – June 
2008). These original preliminary corridors were made up of one-mile wide segments and allow 
for flexibility in future identification of a preferred and alternative route(s), while minimizing 
impacts to resources. The AE/MCS document describes the corridor identification process in 
more detail, including a description of identified opportunity and constraints for the project area.  
 
View the AE/MCS here: 
http://www.tristategt.org/Transmission/sanluisvalley/documents/SanLuisValleyESIP_MCS.pdf.  
 
Fall 2008 Revisions 
After completion of the AE/MCS, the preliminary corridor map was updated to reflect the 
following changes:  
 

 The proposed Calumet Substation was added to the project.  The new substation would 
be built approximately 6 miles north of Walsenburg. The new Calumet Substation will be 
constructed to allow for new substation facilities required to meet the Project’s purpose 
and need.  It will include new line terminations and transformers, as well as provide a 
potential interconnection point for other generation sources, including renewable energy 
projects. The existing Walsenburg Substation does not provide adequate space for the 
necessary facility additions. The new station will also relieve added congestion of 
transmission facilities near the Walsenburg Substation, which will also require a 230 kV 
transmission line from the new Calumet Substation as part of the project. 

 
 Some corridor segments (A, B, L, M, O, P) were removed from further consideration 

during the siting process based upon the need to route the proposed transmission line 
further north to connect to the new Calumet Substation.  

 

http://www.tristategt.org/Transmission/sanluisvalley/documents/SanLuisValleyESIP_MCS.pdf


 

 
 

 
 

 Corridor segment EE was also identified as a segment to be removed due to comments 
received from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service regarding the proximity to the Rio 
Grande and the associated habitat for avian species.  

 
In October 2008, the above changes were shown on an updated preliminary corridor map (Map 
B – October 2008) and were presented to the public at project informational meetings held in 
Walsenburg, Alamosa and Blanca/Ft. Garland. 
 
January 2009 Revisions 

 Members of the project team representing engineering, land rights and environmental 
disciplines participated in detailed review of aerial photography, as well as an aerial 
(helicopter) survey of the project area in the fall of 2008.  This effort resulted in a 
revision of corridor segments to accommodate engineering, land use, topography, and 
environmental constraints. The changes consisted mainly of widening certain corridors 
and adding some additional connections between corridors to allow more flexibility in 
avoiding constraints during future routing efforts. 

 
 Based on comments received at the October 2008 public informational meetings and 

from agencies and organizations, further changes were made to corridor segments S, FF, 
GG, and II as described below.   

 
 Corridor segment S was removed from further consideration based on correspondence 

from the Division of Wildlife that highly recommended the segment be removed due to 
its high value as a winter concentration area for deer, elk and antelope. In addition, an 
airstrip is planned for construction within this segment.  The widening of segment T was 
based on the aerial reconnaissance and will allow greater flexibility to identify alternative 
routes.   

 
 In addition to the above mentioned revisions made from aerial reconnaissance and photo 

evaluations, the corridor segments GG and II were further revised and combined with FF 
to increase the flexibility in routing in the vicinity of an area where the Sangre de Cristo 
school district is planning to build a new K-12 school.  The changes also provide the 
school district with greater flexibility in their planning process.  

 
Map C (January 2009) shows the current status of corridor segments.  
 
Future phases and next steps:  
Public scoping meetings are expected to be held in spring of 2009.  These meetings will be a 
workshop style that will allow opportunities to interact with the project team and add comments 
directly to detailed corridor and routing maps.  Meeting dates will be announced as soon as they 
are scheduled. 
  








