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Why Geothermal?Why Geothermal?

 Great potential in Colorado Great potential in Colorado
 Geothermal is:
 Clean (no emissions)
 Safe (no mining, no transportation)
 Environmentally friendly (~ no water consumed)
 Sustainable (Renewable)
 Distributed (covers >1/2 state)
 Economical (high upfront, but low operating costs)
 Baseload Power

• It is available 24 / 7 / 365 
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• It has a very high capacity factor ~90%



Cost of GeothermalCost of Geothermal

Coal & 
NuclearNuclear
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Geothermal Energy 
– Colorado Potential

Courtesy of http://www.tristategt.org 5



Geothermal Energy 
– Colorado Potential

C l dColorado 
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Projected Temperature 6,000 ft
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Geothermal Energy 
– Potential Projects

 Mount Princeton (Sangre de Cristo)
– Estimate: 10 MW

 Poncha Springs (Sangre de Cristo)

 Waunita (Gunnison County)

 Trinidad (San Isabel)

H t S l h S i (M t i P k ) Hot Sulphur Springs (Mountain Parks)

 Others: Rico area (San Miguel)
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 Others: Rico area (San Miguel), 
Ouray-Montrose area (Delta-Montrose) 



Geothermal Energy 
– Statewide Potential

 Western Governors Assoc – 2006
– 20 MW by 2016 (based on 8¢/kWh)
– 50 MW by 2026 (based on 20¢/kWh)

 USGS Assessment  – 2008
– Identified Resources = 30 MWIdentified Resources = 30 MW
– Undiscovered Resources  = 1,105 MW

EGS Systems = 52 600 MW– EGS Systems = 52,600 MW
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GEO Geothermal Working Group page:
http://rechargecolorado.com/index.php/

programs_overview/renewable_energy/
th l ki /geothermal_working_group/

CGS Geothermal web page:
htt // t thttp://geosurvey.state.co.us

Follow the link on our home page

10


